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US. REP. JIM MCGOVERN INTRODUCES BILL TO GIVE LOCAL COMMUNITIES
A VOICE IN THE SNG OF LIQUEFIED PETROLEUM GAS FACILITIES

(WORCESTER, Mass) Today, US Representative Jim McGovern introduced H.R, 2204, the Safe Communities
Act, a bill that would give states and local communities the ability to regulate Fquefied petroleum gas LPG) rail
transload facilities that are operated by a rail carrier.

“Communities ought to have a say in whether or not a hazardous LPG facility is sited in their backyard said
Rep. McGovern “I am deeply troubled that no other federal, state, or local agency, besides the Surface
Transportation Board (STB), has jurisdiction over a project that could potentially threaten the health and safety
of hundreds of people, including hundreds of children.”

The filing of the bill comes in response to plans by the Grafton-Upton Railroad to build a 320,000 LPG storage
and transloading facility in the Town of Grafton and the subsequent 5Th decision to pre-empt state and local
zoning and environmental protection laws. If allowed to stand, the STB decision would pave the way for the
construction of an LPG facility in a residential zone within Grafton’s water supply protection district.

“This issue is not new to Congress,” said Rep. McGovern. “The Safe Communities Act of 2015 is similar to a
provision included in a bipartisan 2008 passenger rail bill that addressed health and safety concerns at railroad
o4vned and operated solid waste transfer facilities”

The introduction of his bill fo ows Re McGovern’s filing o an am cus uriae brief in support of 6 at on hat
he committed to at a January community meeting held in the town and moderated by State Senator Michael
Moore

On April 8, 2015, the United States Dist ct Court for the First Circuit (First Circuit) accepted the am cus curiae
(or ‘friend of the court”) brief submitted by Rep. McGovern n March 2015 refuting the STB’s interpretation of
federal law and congressional intent. The accepted brief is in support of Grafton and its Board of Selectmen’s
apeal of the STB’s January decision in favor of the Grafton and Upton Railroad,

Grafton appealed the STB decision to the First Circuit in October. Grafton hopes to halt construction of the
largest propane facility in the Commonwealth because of its close proximity to homes, a K-2 elementary school,
a branch of the public library and a little league field.
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